
P/N STCBB5 1996/2004 Strut tower Brace

Hardware:

(8) 3/8-16 1” Bolt

(8) 3/8-16 Locknuts

(8) 3/8” Washers

(8) 1/2” Washers (For 96/97 only)

Please read all instructions thoroughly before beginning the installation

1. Place STCBB5 on strut towers and against the firewall.  Disconnect plastic retention clips and move aside any cables, hoses, wiring, etc.  that interfere with the strut tower brace.  Center the rear bracket around the “bump” in the plastic panel on firewall.  Then adjust the brace so the slot in rear bracket is 23” from the passenger side fender.  This will be your starting point.

2.  Close hood with extreme care, with the brace resting in place, to check for interference.  The strut tower brace may contact the hood if NOT aligned properly.  Adjust the brace as needed.  

3.  Push “DOWN” and “BACKWARD” to position the brace against the firewall.  Trace the outline of the brace on the plastic firewall panel.

4.  Remove windshield wipers and rubber molding at top of firewall.  Also remove plastic push pin screws on the cowl panel located underneath the rubber molding.  By grabbing hold under the cowl panel, between windshield and grill, give a quick lift upwards and take off the panel.  Disconnect the  windshield washer hose and remove cowl panel from the vehicle.

5.  Remove the brace and cut out the plastic firewall panel with a utility knife along your traced lines....  Cut the vertical lines and slice blade over the top line with out cutting completely.  Snap the cutout upwards and it will break off where you scored it.

**1996/1997 Mustangs equipped with threaded mounting points for the strut tower brace-

-Center the brace over the factory mounting holes.  Skip over steps 6 &7.  Use the (2) 1/2”   washers to bolt the brace down to the pre-formed holes on the firewall tab.

6.  Put the brace back on your vehicle and use it as a template to mark 8 holes to drill.   The brackets may not contact the firewall or strut tower braces exact, due to slight production variations in both the cars and strut tower brace.  Small gaps will bend to fit when the bolts are tightened and should not be considered to be a problem.

7.  Remove the brace and drill 8 holes with a 3/8” drill bit.

Cobra Only:  Use an angle drill, if possible, or it may be less difficult to remove the EGR transducer bracket on the top driver’s side of the intake manifold to gain more clearance for the drill.

1996/1998 Mustang GT only:  Remove the ignition wires from the two black plastic clips which hold wires over the alternator.  To allow more room for the from the strut tower brace, disconnect the wire clips from the steel bracket on the engine and turn them over so the wires hang underneath the steel bracket, then reinstall the wires.

8.  Using the hardware included, bolt the brace to the car.

9.  Reinstall your cowl panel.  Push down to snap the retaining clips into place.  Reinstall the plastic push pin screws and rubber molding at the top of the firewall and windshield wipers.


